[Dementia - diagnostic and therapeutic problems].
Deterioration of higher cortical functions in the course of dementia affects population of about 50 million people around the world. This clinical syndrome may be accompanied by diagnostic and therapeutic problems. Among them is the delayed diagnosis of dementia resulting from lack of knowledge of the disease, as well as the lack of good diagnostic tools used by general practitioners. Inadequate training of medical personnel may also be the problem, making it difficult to diagnose dementia at its early stage. The phenomenon of social stigmatization of people struggling with dementia is also very important. It affects both the patients themselves, making them look for help later, but also to the attitude of doctors, significantly hindering early diagnostics. Dementia is often accompanied by communication difficulties of the patient, resulting from cognitive impairment. In this study we discuss the main limitations of making early diagnostisc of dementia.